Southern Colorado retac

Prehospital Trauma Triage Algorithm Guideline 

FOR

PUEBLO County

	Step 1 – Respiratory
	
	Ground Transport
	Air transport

	1. UNABLE to adequately ventilate
	YES

(
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER

	NO ↓
	
	
	

	Step 2 – Physiology
	
	
	

	
	Children (Age 0 –12)

or < 5 Ft in height
	Adult
	
	
	

	
	1. Intubation or

2. Respiratory Distress or

3. Capillary Refill > 2 sec OR B/P ABNORMAL FOR AGE (<70 + 2x age) or

4. GCS score < 5


	1. Intubation or

2. Systolic BP < 90 
or

3. Respiratory rate < 10 or > 29 with distress 
or

4. GCS Score < 5 
	YES

(
	TRANSPORT TO highest DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER
	TRANSPORT TO  Highest DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER

	NO ↓
	
	
	

	Step 3 – Anatomy 
(any one of the below)
	
	
	

	1. Penetrating injuries – Head, neck, torso, pelvis 

2. Flail chest
3. Bilateral femur fractures
4. Unstable pelvis or suspected pelvic fracture
5. Paralysis or evidence of spinal cord injury
6. Amputation above the wrist or ankle
7. Significant burns   

8. UNREACTIVE OR UNEQUAL PUPILS


	YES

(
	TRANSPORT TO closest DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER, Exception:All penetrating injuries will be transported to the highest trauma center
	TRANSPORT TO closest DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER Exception:All penetrating injuries will be transported to the highest trauma center

	NO ↓
	
	
	

	Step 4 – Mechanism  
(any one of the below)
	
	
	

	 1. Ejection from motor vehicle / conveyance

 2. High energy disSipation

 3. Extrication > 20 min with an injury 
 4. Falls > 15 feet (adults); 2x’s height of child OR ELDERLY    

     WITH SUSPECTED RIB FRACTURES
 5. Pedestrian, motorcyclist or pedal cyclist 

     thrown >15 ft. or   run over

 6. Unrestrained occupant in vehicle roll over

 7. Death of same car occupant

 8. Significant assault
 9. Exposure to blast or explosion

10. Significant crush injury 

11. Intrusion of vehicle of > 12” in occupant compartment

12. Suspected non accidental trauma


	YES

(
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER

	NO ↓
	
	
	

	Step 5 – Co-morbidity considerations            (any one of the below)
	
	
	

	1. Extremes of ages <5 and > 55 years of age

2. Extreme heat or cold

3. Medical illness (such as COPD, CHF, renal failure, diabetes,

    etc.)

4. Presence of intoxicants

5. Pregnancy

6. EMT Clinical suspicion of occult injury


	YES

(
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER
	TRANSPORT TO appropriate DESIGNATED TRAUMA CENTER

	NO ↓
Transport to closest appropriate hospital
	
	
	


Notes: 

1.  Patient and/or family hospital request can be granted with informed consent if bypassing a closer trauma center
2.  This algorithm may be modified for multiple casualty incidents
3.  This algorithm applies to both air and ground scene transports 

4.  Discretion of prehospital personnel based on above factors may determine transport

5.  The SCRETAC recognizes that the identification of specific injuries on scene may be limited

6.  See attached narrative for further explanation
sPECIAL Air Transport CONSIDERATIONS:

Consider calling for air transport when:

· Multiple casualties that exceed ground transport capabilities

· If estimated that flight will decrease response and/or transport time by > 20 minutes

· Areas that are inaccessible by ground ambulance

Consider transferring patient from scene to specialty care facility or higher level trauma center via flight when you have a(n):
· Intubated pediatric patient (< 12 years old)
· Critically ill or injured pediatric patients ages 0-18
· Amputation with possibility for re-implantation

· Significant burns are defined by County Protocol as greater than 15% body surface area
PUEBLO COUNTY HOSPITAL INFORMATION:

There are three hospitals in Pueblo County; St. Mary Corwin Hospital is a Level 3 Trauma Center, Parkview Medical Center is a Level 2 Trauma Center, and Parkview West which does not have a Trauma Center designation. Refer to the Pueblo County Hospital Destination protocol for more information.
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