PUEBLO COUNTY MEDICAL TREATMENT PROTOCOLS

INTOXICATION NON-TRANSPORT
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Purpose

To establish a procedure for defining and processing calls that result in the intoxicated patient not being transported so that the patient, the provider, the provider’s agency and the Medical Director are all protected from liability.  

General Information
For EMS administrators, the most problematic patients are sometimes those who do not want an ambulance at all. EMS providers who transport a patient involuntarily may face allegations of assault or false imprisonment.  Conversely, those who leave a patient behind may be accused of negligence. These allegations can become even more prevalent when the patient is under the influence of alcohol. Because an employer may be held liable for the on-duty actions of employees, their EMS agency or system stands a good chance of getting sued as well.

Competence
U.S. courts have long upheld the right of well-informed, mentally competent adults to accept or refuse medical treatment as they see fit.  However, this right of refusal is by no means absolute.  In a medical emergency, EMTs and paramedics may force a patient rendered mentally incompetent by illness, injury or intoxication to accept life-saving care, no matter how strongly the patient objects.

Our challenge is to define the circumstances under which a patient should be presumed incompetent.

It is a well-known fact that due to the publicity surrounding the 9-1-1 system as well as the availability of cellular phones, emergency calls for service – for the UNINJURED intoxicated person have become an almost daily occurrence. This protocol has been developed as a way for the street providers to balance the needs of the system with the needs of the patients while still giving themselves, their agency, and their medical director adequate protection from possible liability. 
Processing the Intoxicated Patient
Responder initiated non-transport may take place for INTOXICATED parties only when the following conditions have been satisfied:
1. The intoxicated party does not wish transportation to a medical facility

2. The intoxicated party denies any current (acute) signs or symptoms

3. Upon examination of patient – the highest trained or senior medical provider on scene determines there is no acute medical or traumatic illness or injury

4. Upon completion of a full set of vital signs (BP, RR, HR, SpO2, GCS) 
5. Authorization from On-Line Medical Control to leave the patient in the field
6. Upon examination of all of the elements of the call (such as inclement weather and pt location) the highest trained or senior medical provider on scene determines that the patient is in no immediate risk of illness or injury. 

Once the above criteria have been met, the crew may leave an otherwise intoxicated patient on scene as they were found. A complete PCR must be filled out with the vital signs recorded and the name of the physician who approved leaving the patient on scene. 
Special Notes

1. Non-transport situations continue to be the biggest liability risk.  Please protect yourself, your respective agency, and your Medical Director by documenting thoroughly.
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