PUEBLO COUNTY MEDICAL TREATMENT PROTOCOLS

PRESSURE POINT CONTROL TACTICS
VIOLENT PATIENT MANAGEMENT
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* - Only after completing appropriate training – see below
Background:

Violent patients pose one of the greatest risks to first responders, particularly EMS providers, because of their unpredictable nature. For this reason, we understand that there may be a time and place for specialized control techniques that extend beyond the normal rolls of Kerlix and chemical restraint currently being employed.  
Indications

1. Violent patients when the ability to control them verbally has failed and ability to retreat poses a greater risk to the patient, bystanders, or responders.
2. Non-compliant patients when the ability to control them verbally has failed and the situation necessitates EMS transport or intervention.

Treatment
1. Due to the complexity of the PPCT-VPM (Pressure Point Control Tactics – Violent Patient Management) course, this protocol cannot cover every technique and situation so the following guideline should be followed:
a. PPCT or PPCT-VPM is an acceptable “Use of Force” control tactic. 
b. Only those providers currently certified in PPCT or PPCT-VPM should attempt to use those techniques.
c. Providers currently certified in PPCT or PPCT-VPM, who are using these techniques, should be following their agency specific policy or protocol regarding its use.
Complications
1. Medical causes for combativeness, if overlooked, may result in further injury to the patient or inappropriate placement. Do not forget the medical differential of altered mental states – hypoglycemia, hypoxia, stroke, hyperthermia, hypothermia, or drug overdose.

2. Deterioration of condition may cause your patient to “calm down” – however, do not be falsely reassured. 

Specific precautions
1. Written and verbal reports must completely document the necessity for the use of force to control a patient. 
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