PUEBLO COUNTY MEDICAL TREATMENT PROTOCOLS

AMIODARONE
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*If the patient is in extremis – this medication may be given by the Intermediate before obtaining online medical control authorization
Classification

Antiarrhythmic
Pharmacology and actions
1. Multiple effects showing Class I, II, III, and IV actions with quick onset.
2. Primary effect is prolongation of the action potential duration (class III antiarrhythmic) and the refractory period. 
Indications
1. V-Fib/V-Tach unresponsive to shock delivery, CPR, and a vasopressor
2. Recurrent hemodynamically unstable V-Tach

Contraindications (in addition to having a known hypersensitivity to this medication or this class of medication)
1. Wolff-Parkinson-White Syndrome (relative contraindication)
2. Pulmonary congestion

3. Cardiogenic shock

4. Hypersensitivity to Iodine
Precautions
1. Wide complex irregular tachycardia
2. Sympathomimetic toxidromes, i.e. – cocaine or amphetamine overdose

3. NOT to be used to treat ventricular escape beats or accelerated idioventricular rhythms

4. Pregnancy/breast feeding (unless benefits outweigh risks)
How Supplied
1. 50mg/mL in 3mL prefilled syringe or single dose vial. 
Administration
1. Adult dose

a. Cardiac Arrest (V-fib/Pulseless V-Tach)
1. 300mg IV/IO, repeat once at 150mg IV/IO in 3-5 minutes (rapid push if pulseless/no BP, otherwise give over 10min). 

b. After successful defibrillation

1. 150mg IV/IO infusion over 10 minutes

c. Wide Complex Tachycardia

1. 150mg (SLOW IV PUSH – may cause severe hypotension) IV infusion over 10 minutes
2. Pediatric dose

a. Cardiac Arrest
1. 5mg/kg IV/IO over 3-5minutes

2. Consult on-line medical control for addition doses
Side effects

1. Severe hypotension
2. Profound bradycardia
Special Notes
1. A 12-Lead EKG should be performed and documented
2. EMT-B+’s may administer this medication under the DIRECT supervision of an EMT-Paramedic.
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