ABBREVIATION KEY

↑ = increased or upper

↓ = decreased or lower

≈ = approximately

≤ = less than or equal to

≥ = greater than or equal to

Δ = change

@ = at

ø = no, none

µ = micro

µg = microgram

1( = primary exam

2( = secondary exam

ā = before

AA0x3 = Awake, Alert, Oriented person, place, time

ABC = airway, breathing, circulation

Abd = abdomen

AC = antecubital fossa

AICD = automated internal cardiac defibrillator

AKA = above knee amputation

ALS = Advanced Life Support

Amb = ambulatory

Ant = anterior

AOB = alcohol on breath

A/P = anterior/posterior

APAP = acetaminophen

ASA = aspirin

AV = atrioventricular or arteriovenous

AVPU = alert, verbal, pain, unresponsive?

BKA = below knee amputation

BG = blood glucose

BGL = blood glucose level

Bilat = bilaterally

BLS = Basic Life Support

B/P = blood pressure

bpm = beats per minute

BVM = bag-valve-mask

c = with

C = Centigrade

cc = cubic centimeter

C2 = code 2 (non-emergent)

C3 = code 3 (emergent)

CA = cancer

CABG = coronary artery bypass graft

CaCl = calcium chloride

CAD = coronary artery disease

CAO = conscious, alert and oriented

CC = chief complaint

CCT = critical care transport

CHB = complete heart block

CHF = congestive heart failure

CHI = closed head injury

Clr = clear

cm = centimeter

CMS = circulation, movement, sensation

CNS = central nervous system

c/o = complains of

CO = carbon monoxide

CO2 = carbon dioxide

COPD = chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

C/P = chest pain

CPR = cardiopulmonary resuscitation

CSF = cerebrospinal fluid

CSM = carotid sinus massage

CSP = Colorado State Patrol

C-spine = cervical spine

CT = computerized tomography (CAT scan)

CTL-Spine = cervical, thoracic, lumbar spine

CVA = cerebrovascular accident (stroke)

Cx = chest

D50 = dextrose 50%

D5W = dextrose 5% in water

Defib = defibrillation

Dig = Digoxin, Lanoxin

DKA = diabetic ketoacidosis

DOA = dead on arrival

Dx = diagnosis

ED = Emergency Department

ER = Emergency Room

ECG = electrocardiogram

EKG = electrocardiogram

EMS = Emergency Medical Services

ETT = endotracheal tube

ETA = estimated time of arrival

ETOH = beverage alcohol

Exp = expansion

F = Fahrenheit

FA = forearm

Fx = fracture

g = gauge (diameter)

GCS = Glasgow Coma Scale or Score

GERD = gastro-esophageal reflux disease

GI = gastrointestinal

Gm = gram

GSW = gunshot wound

gtts = drops

GU = genitourinary

H = hour

HA = headache

HB = heart block (1, 2, 3 HB)

HEENT = head, ears, eyes, nose, throat

HI = head injury

Hosp = Hospital

H/P = history and physical

HR = heart rate

HTN = hypertension

Hx = history

ICP = intracranial pressure

ICS = intercostal space

ICU = Intensive care unit

IM = intramuscular

IO = intraosseous

IV = intravenous

IVP = intravenous push

J = Joule

JVD = jugular venous distention

KCl = potassium chloride

KED = Kendrick extrication device

Kg = kilogram

L = left

l = liter

lb = pound

LAD = left axis deviation or left anterior descending 

LAH = left anterior hemiblock

LBB = left bundle branch block

LGL = Lown-Ganong-Levine Syndrome

LLQ = left lower quadrant

lpm = liters per minute

LMP = last menstrual period

LS = lung sounds

LSB = long spine board

LOC = loss of consciousness

LPH = left posterior hemiblock

LUQ = left upper quadrant

mA = milliamps

MAST = medical anti-shock trouser

MOE = movement of extremity    

MCA = motorcycle accident

MCL = mid-clavicular line

mcg = microgram

meds = medications

mEq = milli-equivalent

mg = milligram

mg/dL = milligrams per deciliter

MgSO4 = Magnesium Sulfate

MSO4 = Morphine Sulfate

MI = myocardial infarction

min = minute

ml = milliliter

mmHG = millimeters of mercury

MOI = mechanism of injury

MRI = magnetic resonance imaging

MS = Morphine Sulfate

MVA = motor vehicle accident

NaHCO3 = Sodium Bicarbonate

NAD = no acute distress

NARD = no apparent respiratory distress

NATO = not able to obtain

NC = nasal cannula

NP = nasopharyngeal

NEB = nebulizer

NETT = nasal endotracheal tube

NG tube = nasogastric tube

NKDA = no known drug allergies

NL = non labored

NPA = nasal pharyngeal airway

NPO = nothing by mouth

NRB = non re-breather mask

NS = normal saline

NSR = normal sinus rhythm

NTG = nitroglycerin

N/V = nausea/vomiting

N/V/D = nausea/vomiting/diarrhea

O2 = oxygen

OB = obstetrical

Occ = occipital

OD = overdose

OETT = oral endotracheal tube

OM = otitis media

OP = oropharyngeal

OPA = oral pharyngeal airway

oz = ounce

p = after

PA = physician advisor

PAC = premature atrial contraction

Palp = palpation

PASG = pneumatic anti-shock garment

PCSO = Pueblo County Sheriff Department

PE = pulmonary embolus

PEA = pulseless electrical activity

PERT = Pueblo Emergency Response Team

PFD = Pueblo Fire Department

PG = pregnant

P#/G# = para # / gravida #  (P1G1)

PJC = premature junctional contraction

PMC = Parkview Medical Center

PMS = pulse, movement, sensation

PN = pneumonia

PO = by mouth

POP = pain on palpation

Post = posterior

PPD = Pueblo Police Department

PR = per rectum; rectally

PRI = P-R interval relating to ECG

PRFD = Pueblo Rural Fire Department

PRN = as needed

PSI = pounds per square inch

PSVT = paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia

Pt = patient

PTA = Prior to arrival

PTSD = post traumatic stress disorder

PVC = premature ventricular contraction

PWFD = Pueblo West Fire Department

Px = pain

q = every

R = right

RAD = right axis deviation

Rad = radial pulse

RBB = right bundle branch block 

RCA = right circumflex artery

Resp = respiration

RL = ringer's lactate

RLQ = right lower quadrant

RR = respiratory rate

RSI = rapid sequence induction or intubation

RUQ = right upper quadrant

Rx = prescribed for

s = without

s/p = status post

s/s = signs and symptoms

SaO2 = oxygen saturation

sec = second

SL = sublingual

SMC = St. Mary Corwin

SMOE = sensory, movement of extremity

SOB = shortness of breath

SQ = subcutaneous

SQETCO2 = semi-quantitative end tidal CO2

ST = S-T segment relative to ECG

STMH = St. Thomas More Hospital

Sux - Succinylcholine

synch = synchronous (switch on defibrillator)

Sz = seizure

TA = traffic accident

TB = tuberculosis

TCA = tricyclic antidepressant

TCP = transcutaneous pacemaker

Temp = temperature

TIA = transient ischemic attack

TKO = to keep open (minimum IV rate)

TTC = Transportation Technology Center

Trans = transport

Tx = treatment

U/A = upon arrival

UGI = upper gastrointestinal

URI = upper respiratory infection

UTI = urinary tract infection

V = volt

VF = ventricular fibrillation

V. Fib. = ventricular fibrillation

VT = ventricular tachycardia

V. Tach. = ventricular tachycardia

VS = vital signs

WNL = within normal limits

W/D/G = warm, dry, good skin

WPW = Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome

